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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A LETTER FROM AN AGED MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO 


HIS SON, A PRESBYTER OF THE PROTESTANT EPIscopaL CuurcH IN THE UNITED 


STATES, WHO HAD REQUESTED THE OPINIONS OF HIS FATHER UPON SOME IMPORTANT 


SUBJECTS. 


Do not think, my dear son, that your mother and I cease to pray for 
you, because you have been so long and so far removed from us; and 
the tidings in your last letter, that you have now connected your well- 
doing with the American Episcopal Church, give us additional cause for 
supplication to the God of the spirits of all flesh, the father of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, that he may make you a faithful, able, and 
successful Minister of the Gospel of hisSon. If I remember rightly, I 
expressed my earnest desire to you in a letter written some years since, 
that if you should wish to become a Minister in God’s Church, you 
should not be satisfied with any Ordination, but that respecting the va- 
lidity of which alone we have any Scriptural assurance, namely, Epis- 
copal Ordination, deriving its authority from Christ Himself, and 
conveyed to our times through the Apostles, and their successors, the 
Bishops. The proofs of this authority may, as I think, be found in the 
New Testament, particularly in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, and 
in the 2d and 3d chapters of the Revelation, addressed to the Angels or 
Bishops of the seven Churches; and I rejoice that you have sought no 
other Ordination. Why should any persons object to the established 
and ancient custom of the Church in this matter, or depart from it, un- 
less they can prove it to be contrary to the revealed will of God in the 
Holy Scriptures ; and this, I think, they have never been able to do. 
You suppose [ did not formerly attach much importance to the wisible 
unity of the Christian Church. I had not clear views of the subject. 
We see the universal or Catholic Church on earth composed of several 
societies or Churches, locally separated from each other, and distin- 
guished by different languages, forms and customs, and living under 
different forms of civil government. Now I think that visible unity 
must be of incalculable value in each particular Church, as e. g. in the 
Church of England, or in its sister Episcopal Chtrchin America, (and 
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consequently in all Churches throughout the world collectively,) which 
best preserves the spirit of truth and concord, and so externally best 
commends the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour to the faith of the world, 
agreeably to his own prayer. (See John xvii. 20, 21, 22, 23.) The 
oneness for which our Lord prayed, is, as I believe, primarily a spiri- 
tual unity ; but he prayed that it may be so manifested or made visible 
to mankind, that the world may believe that God his Father sent him. 
Now the Holy, Catholic, and spiritual unity of all the members of 
Christ’s mystical body, the Church, is best made visible by the several 
Christian societies, or Churches, throughout the world, which compose 
it, being all united ; not only under one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all; but also by their having a similar, Apos- 
tolic, Episcopal form of government, established by his divine wisdom 
and authority ; each yet remaining quite free from any foreign or usurped 
authority of one over the rest, like that of Papal Rome. In regard to 
Dissenters, especially those whose parents aud education have accus- 
tomed them to errors and corruptions in religion, while, on the one 
hand, we abhor all false doctrine, and corrupt practice, and cleave 
steadfastly to what is true and good; we must, on the other hand, guard 
against all uncharitableness, and against too high thoughts of ourselves, 
because of the great privileges by means of which God has made us to 
differ from them. We must rather be mindful of our Lord’s forbearance 
in the contradiction of sinners against him, his meek and instructive 
answer to the Sadducees, and his affectionate and successful patience 
with the Samaritan woman. It is remarkable how He strove to soften 
the excessive prejudices of the Jews against their Samaritan neighbors 
by his parable of the compassionate Samaritan; and how, after his re- 
surrection, he commanded the Apostles to preach in Samaria next after 
Judea; so that, though as yet they knew not what they worshipped, 
their dim light might be increased, and they might partake of that “ sal- 
vation which was of the Jews.” It may be well to cultivate, as you 
say you do, friendly relations with your neighbors whether Presbyteri- 
avs, Methodists, or Baptists; for the Christian principles we profess 
teach us to honor all men, and to do them good as we have opportunity ; 
yet we must carefully avoid any such intercourse with them, as may 
encourage schism, or make us partakers of other men’s sins. 

As to the matters of controversy started at Oxford, I know so little, not 
having read the books, that I am not qualified to give any opinion. Possi- 
bly the writers you allude to may have recalled attention to some impor- 
tant forgotten truths, and yet may have carried their inferences from 
them to some excess; a thing not uncommon in such cases, What is 
well meant too, unless it be appropriately expressed, may not be re- 
ceived as it was meant, and if received, may mislead. Some of their 
opponents, perhaps, have written against them with too much of party- 
spirit, too little of Christian love, and without sufficient inquiry into the 
subject, or examination if the publications they blame. These are my 
surmises. That blind subjection to a certain set of opinions, and to 
those who hold them, which we call party-spirit, together with its preju- 
dices, partialities, and enmities, should be carefully shunned by all who 
desire to please God rather than man, to be of the truth, and to obey the 
voice of their Saviour in faith and love. The names—* High and Low 
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Churchman, Evangelical, Puseyite, &c.,” are disagreeable to the ear of 
a faithful member of the Church, even if he is obliged to use them that 
he may be understood, because they testify the carnal divisions which 
rend the society for whose unity with Himself, and with cach other, the 
Saviour of all prayed. 

Yon request me to write fully to you on every matter which I judge 
important. This is a large request: I will, however, write briefly to 
you on some important points, You may, probably, have heard of 
doubts and disputes about Regeneration bestowed on babes in Baptism, 
though the Baptismal Service of the Church forbids such doubts, bid- 
ding the Priest to say—‘ Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that this 
child is by Baptism regenerate”—and exhorting by the mouth of the 
Priest, “to give thanks unto Almighty God for the benefit: and this 
faith—that the Baptized is regenerate’—is, with us, the proper ground 
of all after instruction, reproof, and exhortation. Persons who doubt 
or dispute, whether infants (who cannot yet discern between good and 
evil, and therefore cannot exclude the promised benefit by unbelief,) 
were regenerated in Baptism, because they have not seen them living 
and growing in grace afterwards, seem to me to have formed an errone- 
ous notion of Regeneration, as though it must necessarily be followed by 
an entire renewal of the spirit of the mind, and the complete sanctifi- 
cation of the whole man. When, therefore, they see the Baptized 
living a careless or wicked life, they will not believe that he was regen- 
erated, when an infant, by the Holy Spirit. If a Clergyman holds this 
erroneous notion, he will probably address such a man as he would a 
heathen, and not as one who had become responsible for the use or abuse 
of the gift of Regeneration, and obligated by |iis Baptism, to live as a 
Christian, and to follow the guidance of the ‘ ‘uly Spirit, by which he 
was sealed unto the day of redemption. Whe he calls upon him to 
be converted, his exhortations will be deprived of that cogency which 
they might have, if they recalled him to a sense of his baptismal re- 
sponsibility and the aid of the Holy Spirit, and required him to stir up 
the divine power given him in Baptism, by faith, prayer, ceasing to do 
evil, learning to do well, and using the means of grace. Now | under- 
stand by the word “ Regeneration,” the imparting of a first principle 
of a divine nature, or life, by the Holy Spirit in Baptism to every be- 
liever, and also to all infants: but they who so receive it may yet after- 
wards resist or neglect its suggestions to their cousciences to their own 
destruction, or they may follow those suggestions, and be led by that 
holy guide in the ways of God’s word, to their final salvation. Conse- 
quently such persons cannot suitably be reproved or exhorted otherwise 
than as regenerate, in whom the seed of a divine nature has been sown 
in their Christian Baptism, and as accountable to God for their use or 
abuse, or neglect of that inestimable benefit. The Lord’s Supper, 
I think, should be regarded, not merely as a thankful showing-forth of 
the death of Christ till he come again; but also asa strengthening and 
refreshing of the souls of the faithful, by the body and blood of Christ, 
as our bodies are strengthened and refreshed by the bread and wine. The 
words of our Lord in the 6th chapter of St. John, teach us to seek and 
expect, that as He imparts spiritual life in Baptism to those who are by 
nature dead in sin, He feeds that life, and strengthens it, and causes it to 
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grow by the spiritual nourishment He imparts in the communion of his 
body and blood, to the faithful in the Lord’s Supper; that they might 
not only have life, but might have it more abundantly ; (See John x. 10,) 
and though this is done in other means of grace received rightly, yet 
especially in this ordinance. The Lord’s Supper is a social ordinance, 
in which believers have fellowship with the Lord Jesus, and with one 
another, feed on Him in their hearts, and drink of his Spirit. When it 
is administered to sick persons who have before disobeyed the command, 
‘Do this, &c.” it may too often be regarded as a sort of passport to 
heaven, which is a sad delusion. Should not such rather be taught to 
seek peace with God by a hearty repentance of their sins, and of their 
wilful neglect of this duty in particular ; and be better instructed in its 
use and meaning before they are admitted to it. 

It appears to me very important to understand the doctrine of Election. 
In the books of Moses, the children of Abraham and Jacob, Israel, are 
called elect or chosen, as chosen out of the nations, to be as a nation, God’s 
peculiar people, to have all the privileges of God’s Church under the law, 
to have the “ oracles of God,” (see Rom. iii. 2,) and to be the witnesses 
of the one true God to the world of idolaters. ‘This was therefore the 
election of a whole people to privileges and duties, not the election of 
individuals to final salvation. In the New Testament we find the Gen- 
tile Churches, having become, through faith, the people of God, ad- 
dressed in the Epistles as elect or chosen to be partakers of all the 
privileges of the Gospel, and therefore exhorted to perform all acts of 
obedience suitable to their high calling. This is still the election of a 
Church, or society of believers to privileges and consequent duties. As 
to the election of any particular persons to final salvation—‘ God is no 
respecter of persons, but in every nation he that feareth him, and work- 
eth righteousness, is accepted with him.” (See Acts x. 34th and 35th,) 
‘Many are called,” to all the privileges of the Gospel, and so far cho- 
sen, (*“‘ but few chosen,” Matthew xxii. 14, as worthy to remain in the 
presence of their Lord at last.) If then “the Lord knoweth them that 
are his’—that is a secret thing, belonging to Him,—but to us belongs 
what is revealed, “let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity. (See Il. Timothy ii. 19.) Our business is to make our 
“calling and election sure,” (IL. Peter i. 10,) that we may be chosen in 
the day of Judgment. Yet the children of God who are walking by 
faith, ought to rejoice that He who has begun a good work in them will 
perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ, and should know to their un- 
speakable comfort that they “are kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto salvation.” (I. Peter i. 5.) 

Justification is, as I think, the forgiveness of sins, the repenting and 
believing sinner being received by God, in Christ, and treated as though 
he were justified, or proved guiltless. But I do not think that it either 
includes the notion of making the repentant believer actually and inhe- 
rently righteous, (for that is rather the work of sanctification, and is 
usually gradual,) neither do I. suppose that it transfers to the pardoned 
sinner the perfect righteousness of his Saviour by any imputation ; nor 
do I know that Holy Scripture teaches us uny such imputation. If 
there is no such doctrine in Scripture, the teaching of it will probably 
lead to some degree of Antinomian forgetfulness, that men will be 
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judged and rewarded according to their works. If the judgments of 
God are unsearchable and his ways past finding out, (see Rom. xi. 33 
to 36 inclusive,) who can find out His mind and attributes from which 
those judgments and ways proceed! We must not expect to learn 
even from Scripture, what God is in Himself, for how can we imagine 
any created being capable of that knowledge ? but we must regard the 
revelation He has given us as intended to teach us that only which it 
concerns us to know, namely, what He is to us, and what he would have 
us to become toward Him and toward his creatures. ‘This consideration 
should repress presumptuous curiosity, and foolish notions of God’s 
ways and attributes, drawn from a little knowledge of our own ways 
and faculties. Is it not an error to expect to find in Scripture terms 
always used with one and the same defined meaning, as we might re- 
quire them to be in a treatise on logic, or on some curious philosophical 
subject, because Scripture is for the instruction of all men, of all de- 
gress of understanding, and habits of thought and life, and its language 
is adapted to the perception of mankind in general, and not to a few 
speculative literates. We must therefore seek the meaning and appli- 
cation of its words from the context and concordant passages, comparing 
things spiritual with those which the Holy Ghost teaches. Several dif- 
ferent figurative expressions too may be found employed to represent 
the same spiritual truth in its different parts or relations. Sometimes 
also attention and inquiry are excited by a seeming contrariety of pre- 
cepts, which, when rightly considered, are found to agree in directing 
the conduct so as to avoid erroneous extremes, and teach us the neces- 
sary wisdom to understand our way. There is an error which, I fear, 
has been, and perhaps is still common; | mean—the mentioning of de- 
ceased persons as—now saints in heaven—to which no man but the 
Lord Jesus hath yet ascended. Scripture, on the contrary, speaks of 
Hades and Paradise as the place; and rest from their labors, and the 
being with Christ, as the state of righteous souls during their separation 
from their bodies. (See Acts ii. 26,27, &c. St. Luke xxiii. 43. IT, 
Corinthians xii. 4.) It must be remembered that our Lord did not rise 
from the dead till the third day after his crucifixion, and did not ascend 
into Heaven before the third day, but that he promised the penitent and 
praying malefactor that he should be with Him in Paradise on the day 
of his crucifixion. Paradise, therefore, seems to be the place of rest 
and safe keeping for the souls of the faithful, in the interval between 
their separation from their bodies, and their re-union with them in the 
resurrection. Asin our English translation two different words in the 
original Greek, “Adngs, answering to the Hebrew word “sheol,”’ in the 
Old Testament signifying the place of human disembodied spirits, and 
Teéwa, the place of eternal punishment—are both translated by one 
word “ Hell,” it is needful to keep in mind their distict meanings. So 
when we say in the Apostles’ Creed, that our Lord “ descended into 
Hell,” we mean that his human spirit descended to"”Adng, not to Mséwa. 
“Adng is also improperly translated—Grave. 

In sermons and books on religious subjects we commonly find Heaven 
mentioned as the place of the final happiness of the righteous. Heaven 
is indeed the Christian’s treasury, in which his inheritance is reserved 
for him, (see I. Peter i. 4,) but I do not know any text of Scripture 
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which shows that it is the future abode of glorified saints:* Isaiah, St. 
Peter, and the book of Revelation, seem to direct our expectation to a 
new earth as their abode. (See Isaiah Ixv. 17; Ixvi. 22. IT. Peter iii. 
13. Revelation xxi. 1, 2, &c.) May not the new earth be the prepared 
place which our Lord refers to in St. John xiv. 2, 3, and may it not be 
adapted in its change to the change to be made in the bodies and spirits 
of the saints by the same divine power? If hearers search for a con- 
firmation in Scripture, of their preacher’s declaration that the righteous 
will dwell in Heaven, and do not find it, may not their general reliance 
on his valuable instructions be much weakened? The Scripture terms, 
“eternal life, &c.,” afford sound speech, which cannot be condemned ; 
though, I believe, many Clergymen and others would be startled and 
astonished at any objection to the use of the word Heaven, either for 
the place, or for the state, of the blessed hereafter. 

I believe it is a common opinion that when a Clergyman is called to 
a person in a sickness which may probably occasion his death, his ex- 
hortations to repentance and faith will be much more impressive and 
successful, if the patient be informed of the pressing danger of his 
speedy removal from this state of probation. Now though the living 
know that they shall die, and men in violent sickness apprehend that 
they may die soon, yet God often leaves them with some hope of re- 
covery, and thus prolongs to them their time of trial, whether they will 
serve Him with a welling mind, instead of constraining them by fear, 
and the selfish desire of escaping eternal punishment, to a forced, exter- 
nal submission, or compliance, in words or deeds. The physician en- 
courages the hope of life, that he may prolong the life of the body ; and 
may not the Clergyman hasten death by alarming the patient !—this is 
worth considering. But in a spiritual view—who can have satisfactory 
reasons for believing any word or deed to proceed from faith and repen- 
tance, which appears consequent upon the dread of approaching death, 
unless it be somewhat consistent with former principles and life? Might 
not the sincerity of the servant’s desire to do his Master’s will be more 
evident, if he were left free from apprehensions of his Master’s imme- 
diate coming ? 

A word or two on sermons. The proper aim of sermons appear 
to me to bear witness to the truth and authority of Holy Scripture— 
to explain and prove its meaning by a diligent comparing of pas- 
sages on the same subject—to point out its application to the various 
circumstances, characters and pursuits of men ; and especially to teach 
them by general rules, illustrated by fit examples and instances, to do 
this themselves for their own guidance and edification ; in short, to lead 
them, as much as may be, to teach themselves by a wise use of God’s 
word, to understand their right way to eternal life, and keep the narrow 
path with enlightened, free, and firm steps. As the eye may be called 
the light of the body, so, I think, the practical judgment or conscience, 
may be called the light of thesoul. If the light in a man is darkness, 
then how great is that darkness! A discourse from the pulpit should 
also be adapted to persuade the affections of the hearers, by setting 








* Did not our Lord in his glorified humanity ascend to the place ‘‘ where he was before,” 
(Heaven,) and are not his true disciples to pass to the same place, and there to be “ever 
with the Lord.” —Eprtor. 
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faithfully and affectionately before them the terrors and the loving-kind- 
ness of the Lord, so as to excite in them, through divine grace, a desire 
to live and do as becomes the Gospel of Christ, suitably to their own 
baptismal regeneration and vows. Sermons, in my opinion, should be 
short on all ordinary occasions, and aim to impress one or two important 
matters rather than more, and even when they treat of doctrines, never 
omit to shew what is the proper influence of each on men’s thoughts, 
words, or actions. The style should be plain, direct, and strong, not 
wordy. If figures or comparisons are sometimes used, they should be 
such only, as seem to spring up spontaneously in a mind devoutly occu- 
pied with the main subject, and striving to illustrate and commend it 
both to learned and unlearned auditors, 

The real devoutness of the reader should so manifest itself in the man- 
ner of reading the prayers, as to draw the congregation to a like ear- 
nestness. In the sermon the preacher’s manner as the messenger of 
Christ, teaching and praying the people to be reconciled to God in 
Christ, should carry the persuasiveness of truth and love from his own 
heart to the hearts of his hearers; and should, as much as possible, 
draw off their thoughts from the person and manner of the preacher, 
raise them to God, and fix them on the subject, as viewed in his pre- 
sence and sight. Long and eloquent sermons may be listened to with 
much delight, and bring much applause ; but, [ fear, they are often as 
little thought on afterwards as a well played piece of music. The as- 
sembly departs amused, self-complacent, praising, and if the flattery 
reach his ear, perhaps corrupting their minister, with unchristian vanity 
and self-applause. How awful was the punishment of Herod, when he 
gave not God the glory! May you ever cherish an humble dependence 
on God for every good gift, and that deep feeling of the responsibility 
of the sacred office you have undertaken, expressed in your letter ; and 
never love the praise of men, (which calls the wise to self-examination,) 
rather than the praise of God, which will be given at last, to those good 
and faithful servants, who having been faithful in a few things, will be 
made rulers over many things, and enter into the joy of their Lord. 

I have thus, agreeably to your desire, sent you my present thoughts on 
these interesting subjects; some opinions very different from those | 
formerly entertained ; yet, I hope, less indistinct and partial, and generally 
nearer to the truth, as God has gradually led me on by books, and re- 
flection, and conversation. But this life is the time of our intellectual 
and religious education for eternity ; and to change what is faulty in our 
opinions, principles, or practice, for what is true and right, is our im- 
provement, and the glory of our present imperfect state : in which, so 
long as I am allowed to continue in it, I desire to be a learner, under 
the teaching of God’s Holy word and His Holy Spirit, and His provi- 
dence leading me to profit by the writings or conversation of those who 
are more advanced in spiritual knowledge. God is our only infallible 
teacher. May He give you discernment in regard to what I have now 
written to use what is good, and cast away anything not good in his 
sight, which your earthly father’s infirmity may have mistaken. 

To God, our Heavenly Father, in Christ Jesus, our Saviour, and to 
His Holy Spirit, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works do proceed, and to the word of his grace, and the care of his 
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providence, do I commend you. His strength is perfected in his faith- 
ful ministers, when burdened with asense of their own weakness and 
insufficiency, they draw, by prayer, supplies of strength and wisdom 
from Him in every time of need; when like St. Paul, they are enabled 
to serve Him in fightings without and fears within, while their faith and 
love are increased by the experience of his loving and timely aid, and 
the power of Christ rests upon them. 
Your affectionate Father, &c. 


-——. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 
A SERMON AT THE ORDINATION OF A DEACON. 


Psatm Lxv. 4—‘ Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto 
thee, that he may dwell in thy courts. 


There can be nothing hazarded, my brethren, in our receiving these 
words, as designed to convey the author’s sense of the happy distinction 
of the ministering servants, of the ancient Sanctuary of Jehovah. The 
happiness of men serving in this ministry, may be easily conceived, as 
consisting in the sense continually renewed in the minds of those who 
were chosen to it, of the presence of God with his people, to bless and 

rosper them; and the benevolent satisfaction of bringing to individuals 
such relief and comfort, as the sacrifices and offerings, and intercessions 
of the law were designed to procure. 

How obvious, however, is the reflection, that under such an institu- 
tion, and in the administration of offices, having so little reference to the 
spiritual evil or good of men, and so little capable of conducing either 
to the diminution of the one, or the increase of the other, there must, 
comparatively, have been little to animate and interest those sensibilities 
of the human mind, which are the source of its best enjoyment; and 
that it was reserved for those who under another law, than that of a 
carnal commandment, should be chosen of heaven to approach and dwell 
in its courts, to know another and far superior felicity! 

We shall assert, however, we cannot but be aware, that which will 
seem a strange thing in the ears of many, when we say of those called 
to the ministrations of even the Evangelic Sanctuary, that their lot is 
blessed. The world can but ill conceive the blessedness of their es- 
trangement from its pursuits of ambition, wealth, power or pleasure ; 
and if, it even shall consent to look without contempt upon the species 
of virtue which it may be admitted to imply, will still insist to be allow- 
ed to see in it a remuneration of all that should be known by the name 
of happiness. Even the morally thoughtful and considerate, who have 
no disregard of the sacred institution and intent of this calling, may find 
themselves concurring, although on different grounds, in this sentiment, 
and looking on the ministers of Christ as having nothing in their lot, 
that can make it, consistently with individual good, (unless temporal ad- 
vantage, where it may, in any considerable degree accompany it, be 
taken even here for good,) to be desired. 

Let me be permitted, such impressions notwithstanding, to endeavor 
to vindicate the assertion of the text, in an application to the Christian 
ministry, and shew that blessed are they, whom in it God chooses, and 
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causes to approach unto him, that they may dwell in his courts. This I 
shall, in some manner do, after having first slightly reviewed the import 
of the text as suggesting for consideration, the inquiry who they are 
who may be said to be chosen:of God, to the ministry of bis Church— 
and further, in what sense they may be understood to be caused to ap- 
proach unto him. The first part of the inquiry relates to the institution 
and authority of the ministry, the other to the nature of its business. 

“ Blessed is he whom thou choosest,” God in the greatness of his com- 
passion for mankind, fallen from the first obedience he had appointed 
them, and lost to the happiness it implied, has never been without some 
selected agents to them, of his grace. Never, since by one man’s diso- 
bedience the sentence went forth against all men, that they should die, 
has he left himself without witness of his compassion for their misery, 
and of his goodness still proposing its relief. Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses and the Prophets, all in their several periods, 
and in a degree and manner, severally suited to their circumstances, are 
to be regarded as those of whom, God, in goodness and mercy to man- 
kind made use, that they might impart the knowledge of him and his 
counsels to their generations, and associate with the idea of God their 
Creator, that of God their preserver, benefactor, governor and king, to 
whom their gratitude and obedience, were invariably due, and who, in 
consideration of their gratitude and obedience, was always waiting to 
be gracious, and to extend to them his forbearance and his blessing. It 
is, however, in the prominent and important case of the designation, by 
express provision of divine authority, of a whole class of men, under 
the Mosaic rule, that we are peculiarly to recognize the application of 
the Psalmist’s words. 

Aaron and his sons, and the Tribe of Levi, were indisputably inves- 
ted by Jehovah, with a commission to act in his name, in the conduct of 
an intercourse to be perpetuated by him, with his people, throughout 
their generations. Their office was as expressly of divine appointment 
and authority, as any thing, for which Moses had been commanded to 
come up to Sinai for instruction ; nor is it possible to peruse the records 
of the Mosaic dispensation, and not see, that a ministry of religious 
worship and ordinances, was inseparably incorporated with its whole 
design, on principles, and according to a scheme, which no human wis- 
dom or power was exployed in devising. All who, under this dispen- 
sation were called to bear any part in the charge of the Tabernacle and 
Temple, and their offices, were specially authorized servants of Jeho- 
vah, sanctified in the manner of his own ordaining, to go in and out 
continually before him; dwelling (as the expression of the text is,) in 
the courts of his house—having their occupation constantly there, and 
by turns and courses settled with a perfect exactness, obliged to attend 
day and night upon its altar. 

The language before us, as applied to the dispensation to which that 
of Moses was preparatory, may be taken to declare the same divine se- 
lection of men to do the service of the latter house, sacred to the Reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ. This divine and ever blessed bearer of the 
glad tidings of so much better things than Moses or any other had beet 
commissioned from heaven to convey to men, had scarcely entered on 
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the work of his great errand of universal spiritual grace, when he chose 
men out of the world to be its specially authorized agents. The seventy 
and the twelve, were manifestly those, of whom it may be said, that they 
were chosen of the Lord, to serve him inthe ministry, founded upon 
the doctrine he had brought. Christ himself expressly charged them 
with his service when he sent the former out, two and two, (although 
little of the nature of his kingdom, was yet known by them,) and sub- 
sequently before his death said to the twelve, ye have not chosen me, but 
{ have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain. When, moreover, he had risen 
from the dead, he gave the charge anew to these men, and invested 
them with an authority so manifestly divine in the sight of all, then as- 
sembled at Jerusalem, that no dispute had been possible, of the fact. 
Irom them thus divinely invested and authorized to act, in his behalf in 
the propagation of his doctrine and the perpetuation of his ordinances, 
the Lord designed a similar commission to be transmitted, even to the 
end of the world. No believer in the Gospel, and the writings of the 
Apostles, can, without gainsaying their authority, dispute the divine 
choosing of certain men tominister to others, in things pertaining to 
the kingdom of Christ on earth, nor can it be held reasonable to deny 
the divine authority of the Apostles, in the selection and investiture of 
men, forthe presecution, in different departments of it, of the service 
of the Church, in which they had themselves been commissioned (o set 
all things in order. 

With the most obvious propriety, then, may all, deriving their ap- 
pointment by transmission from the first divinely chosen ministers 
of Christ, be regarded as likewise chosen of him to the work, in 
which, they are employed; and clothed by him with the authority of 
their office. No individually authoritative designation of persons taken 
from among the members of the Church at large, to be invested with 
its ministry, as by the Apostles was in some instances done, can, indeed, 
now be made by those having the principal conduct of its interest, be- 
cause that inspired discernment of spirits, which was among the gifts 
designed for the necessities of the first age of the Gospel, has no longer 
any place in the Church. The sense, therefore, in which men are di- 
vinely chosen to the ministry, must be no other than that which implies 
the desire and purpose of this work to be of the influence of the Spirit 
of God onthe heart of him who entertains them, and by that Spirit 
cherished and matured. The Providence by which the whole body of 
the Chureh is governed and sanctified, must be recognized in the case of 
all coming, duly qualified according to its doctrine and order, to be re- 
ceived into its ministry ; and in this sense, we may with the most indis- 
putable propriety speak and act respecting them, as those “ whom God 
chooses, and causes to approach to him, that they may dwell in his 
courts,” 

The other particular of our inquiry, viz: what is implied in the ap- 
proach to him of those, whom God so chooses, is obviously answered, 
by a reference to the offices which they were authorized to perform. 
The sacrifices and atoning intercessions of the Old Testament imstitu- 
tion, signified an intermediate agency on the part of those who alone 
were appointed to their celebration, in which, in behalf of the people 
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they came near, as it were, to God, carrying up to his mercy-seat their 
necessities and desires, and receiving for them, thence, answers of good 
and peace. ‘The language of Moses to Korah and his company, ex- 
presses this peculiar idea of the ministry, under that dispensation. 
‘¢ To-morrow, the Lord will show who are his, and who is holy, and 
will cause him to come near unto him ; even him whom he hath chosen, 
will he cause to come near unto him.” The entrance of the High Priest 
within the vail, was, indeed, an approaching to the divine presence, 
there peculiarly promised, which was designed to be typical of the en- 
trance, as the Apostle to the Hebrews shews us, of “an High Priest, 
of good things to come,” entering in once into the Holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. In the ordinary ministrations, 
however, of the Tabernacle and Temple service, there was that which 
implied an access to God of a peculiar kind. It was significant to the 

euple,.of a relation to him of those, who executed those ministrations, 
through which he chose that the benefits of that dispensation should be 
conveyed. 

In a similar manner, we are given to regard the blessings of the 
Gospel dispensation, as inseparable from the offices of its ministry. 
They imply to us, an approach to God, in behalf of his believing peo- 
ple, and for their benefit, on which depend his needful grace and com- 
fort to them; and without which, where the ordinances committed to — 
the ministry may be had, they are not authorized to expect them. We 
rejoice, indeed, in the access, which all who believe in Jesus, have to 
God, in devout eblations of their private prayer and praise ; but if any 
should depend on them, to the rejection and dishonor of the ministra- 
tions ordained in his Church, we could not but apprehend for them, the 
evil of rejecting “ the counsel of God agii1:st themselves.” ‘‘ They who 
would come to God, must believe that he i-, and that he is the rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.”” He has shewn them a way, in which 
seeking they shall find him, and we knew not how, that end of coming 
to God, which is the salvation of the soul, can be attained, without the 
means, which in his sovereign grace and wisdom, he has appointed for 
all to use. 

I hasten now, in such manner as the time will permit, to shew as was 
proposed, the blessedness of those, whom God, in the sense of the text, 
as it has been considered, chooses and causes to approach unto him. 

We have adverted transiently to the tendency of even the offices of 
religious ministry, in the ancient sanctuary, to carry with them to the 
mind of those employed in them, some peculiar kinds of moral happi- 
ness: Temporal blessings, however, were those for which it was the 
design, aud in the nature of this ministry to approach the majesty of 
God. The sublimer satisfaction was reserved for those who should 
minister to their brethren in holy things, under the Gospel, of a con- 
scious interposition in their behalf, for benefits in comparison with which, 
the blessings of time are nothing worth. In the elevated character of 
the benevolence of its design we see, then first, the happiness of this 
work. The minister of the Church and Gospel of Jesus Christ, is in- 
vested with an office capable of an instrumentality of good to men, 
infinitely transcending all that any imagined exercise of merely human 
authority and power, can involve. Certainly, if the gain of the whole 
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world, were nothing in the balance against the loss of the soul in death 
eternal, we are abundantly justified in such a position. Or if there is, 
in religious faith and virtue, in their various influences that which brings 
a happiness to men, with which no other can possibly compare, [on 
which the mind cannot dwell without a lively sensibility,| then is the 
assertion verified beyond any contradiction, that blessed are they whom 
for the sake of so variously contributing to it, God chooses to approach 
unto him. The minister of Christ must be sadly wanting either as to 
the obligation proper to his office, or the resources necessary to its exe- 
cution, who does not feel himself often the occasion of moral good to his 
fellow men. In contributing to rescue them, through the word and 
counsel of God which he is bidden to convey to them, from the death of 
sin, and setting them onward in the ways of holiness and peace towards 
heaven ; in sealing, in behalf of the young the promises of the covenant 
of grace, encouraging, aiding and promoting their growth in religious 
virtue, and guiding and animating their pursuit of happiness in time 
and forever; in administering the balm that is in Gilead to the soul 
suffering under the pressure of remorse or sorrow; in helping the spi- 
rit of the bereaved to lift itself up, and looking with calm resignation 
on the desolation which death has caused, go with a firm and confiding 
step to the interest and duty of life; in bidding away the horrors of 
death from the presence of his expiring victim; and bespeaking the 
attendance there of the angels of peace and consolation. O, in these 
exercises, of indispensable obligation, of their calling, have not the 
ministers of religion much in which to find themselves happy? The 
aggregated contribution of those who in any given sphere sustain this 
office, to the virtue and happiness of their fellow men it may be difficult 
indeed to estimate ; yet let its amount, whatever it be, be imagined to be 
absolutely and utterly withdrawn. Whom must not the imagination 
affect with horror? Whom, therefore, capable thus of a sensibility to 
its good, may we not expect to find capable of a generous sympathy in 
the happiness of him who bears its responsibilities, and glad to witness 
and rejoice in the success of so indisputable a work of love to men! 
We have, secondly, to adduce in justification of the assertion of the 
happiness of the ministering servants of God in the Church Sanctuary, 
the peculiar advantages of their calling for the attainment of confirmed 
and effectual piety and virtue. There is no temporal pursuit of men, 
that can set them above the evil of their nature. There is no human 
occupation, in which men are not still men, with all the infirmities and 
passious of men, besetting all their purposes of interest and of duty, 
whether in behalf of themselves or others. ‘This observation, so mani- 
festly true with respect to all other kinds of employment in the world, 
is not to be denied its application to the case of that which is before us. 
He who enters on it, goes with all the infirmity of man about him, and 
is only comparatively placed above the most trying causes of personal 
evil. Comparatively, however, if he goes under the influence of sound 
principle to its work, and in a most happy degree, he is so placed. The 
business which engages his thoughts and anxieties is that which carries 
them much away from the interests of time, and all their distraction, 
vexation, conflict and strife. The evidence of truth as it is in Jesus, is 
continually before him, and he cannot go one step aside from the strait 
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and narrow way of conscious obligation according to its rule, without 
being checked by the sense he has of the eternal ruin of sin. The sal- 
vation which is the burden of his persuasion, addressed to others, is 
always present to his mind, with all its immeasurable interest; and the 
indispensable obligation of the example, in which others must have rea- 
son to give their confidence and honor to his teaching, must make good 
habitual, until it ceases to be difficult or constrained. The frequency, 
moreover, of the recurrence of scenes which on the one hand exhibit 
death in all its horrors of moral evil, and on the other, in all the harm- 
lessness of the fettered tyrant, over whom are uttered the song of joy 
and triumph, must powerfully confirm the claims of Evangelical con- 
viction in him who ministers at them ; nor will it be a common case that 
he who must warn, and admonish, and alarm men by the one, or ani- 
mate, and cheer, and soothe them by the other, should not feel the 
power of these scenes to invigorate in him the life of faith, and kee 
alert his sensibility to the infinitely momentous alternative of life or 
death eternal. 

The topic, however, thus barely touched upon must be left, and only 
one other connected with the subject, in the same cursory manner: ad- 
verted to. In the character of the Christian minister’s studies and all 
his appropriate intellectual employments, there is that which makes his 
calling in comparison with others, blessed. The study of God in his 
nature, attributes, dispensations will and laws, the evidence and argu- 
ment in all their interest and variety, of the revelation in which he has 
manifested himself to men, [the contemplation of the wonderful history 
of his Providence and grace,| the investigation by the light of his word, 
of that on which depends the happiness of that immortal being, con- 
cerning which no philosophy could afford any satisfaction ; the discovery 
continually opening up more and more, as we proceed in the search of 
them, of the excellence and value of the Scriptures, and the evidence 
they carry in them of divine wisdom and grace, dictating their contents ; 
the abundance of the depository] they constitute for the instruction of 
men, in things pertaining to the real interests of moral being in time 
and eternity, and the inquiry never miade at them, without satisfaction, 
for that which according to the various need of it, it is the business of 
the ministry to supply, whether of admonition, precept, counsel, warn- 
ing, comfort, these are circumstances peculiar to the intellectual em- 
ployment of this calling, which cannot but impart to the mind, an 
enjoyment, over which, whatever may be that which other studies af- 
ford, it can have nothing wherein to glory. Study here is that of God, 
and the real principles of human happiness and good. Its tendency 
infallibly must be to occupy the mind with emotions of an elevated 
character, and bear its solicitudes up much above all that can bring with 
it disquietude, or discontent, or pain. God reconciling the world to 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them! What atheme of 
study is here! God not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to the knowledge of the truth and be saved! How re- 
plete with interest the inquiry, how mankind may be made partakers of 
this good! God who is rich in mercy for the great love, wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in sins hath quickened'us together 
with Christ! What exercise of the human faculties can compare with 
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that which is employed with the riches of the divine mercy, in their 
various application to the miseries and wants of men! 

Such merely adverted to, but, of which the occasion, could not admit 
of any adequate representation, are the grounds on which we may vin- 
dicate the general application to the ministry of the Gospel, of the 
language of the Psalmist in the text ; aud pronounce them blessed, 
whom, in it, God chooses and causes to approach unto him. Let us not, 
however, be supposed insensible, (and who that has had any experience 
of the ministry can be,) to the qualification and exception, of which in 
either of these views of it, this happiness is but too manifestly suscepti- 
ble. The benevolence that would win men to Christ and happiness, is 
often bitterly frustrated, and its labors rewarded, if not with contempt, 
with indifference and neglect. For a few who will avail themselves of 
the counsel of grace from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, at 
its mouth, there are always very many who will, with perilous pertina- 
city disregard it. The advantages of personal holiness and virtue, 
which he who comes near to God in this vocation, unquestionaly has, do 
not place him above the danger of thinking, to his infinite hazard, more 
highly of himself, because of his exercises of the office of the spiritual 
instructor and guide of others, than he ought to think ; nor will the fa- 
miliarity with the evidence, and doctrine, and practical obligation of 
religion, which is the necessity of his office be without the temptation of 
feeling himself, less than needfully their effect. They who have with 
honest, persevering, faithful zeal, preached the truth as it is in Jesus, 
may nevertheless, themselves, be castaways, because in their solicitude 
for the moral and immortal interest of others, they had too much forgot- 
ten their own, and thought not adequately of the same necessities in 
their own case to which it was the whole labor and anxiety of their 
lives, to be instrumental of relief. The studies, too, of the minister of 
religion, must, let it be admitted, lead his mind to inquiries, which howe- 
ver interesting, can by no investigation, be satisfied. He must enter 
on the fields of controversial questions, and traverse the wide spread 
ground of even Christian error, delusion and wickedness—while even 
in his own sphere, pain and disgust at the conduct of men, professing 
to avail themselves of the grace of God in Christ, cannot but often in- 
terrupt the satisfaction with which he contemplates its general efficacy 
and progress. 

These qualifying circumstances admitted, we still assert, in the hea- 
ring of the very truly much esteemed person now presenting himself 
for admission to the ministry, the happiness of its work ; and with the 
considerations, which have been adverted to, would cheer him onward, 
in the way of the pursuit to which, God, seems in his Providence to have 
chosen him. Of the blessedness to him, of being so chosen, we cannot 
doubt, because we have seen him evincing in a more than ordinary man- 
ner the influence of principles which cannot but produce it. A decided 
zeal for God, and that according to knowledge, and the sound doctrine, 
moderate, prudent discipline and order, and purely Scriptural and ra- 
tional worship of the Church, in which he is chosen to minister, an 
indifference to all reputation and honor among men, but that which 
might consist in being the instrument, however humble, of that good to 
them, which comes from the faith and obedience of the Gospel of their 
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salvation, have justified in our minds the persuasion, that whatever 
may be the station allotted him in this service, and even in circum- 
stances of it, most exercising the meckness of a genuine faith, he will 
find a satisfaction in this pursuit, that will put far away from his mind, 
any sentiment of regret or repining for the temporal sacrifices it may 
imply. The distinctions of popular favor, and the well promised ad- 
vantages of secular vocation, have been cheerfully waived by him, that 
the benevolent and pious enterprise, of winning men through the faith 
of Jesus to God, and the salvation he has proclaimed, might, with (com- 
paratively) tio prospect of temporal reward, be taken up. We have 
well satisfying evidence, if we had otherwise wanted it, of the sincerity 
with which he makes the entire surrender of himself, soul, body and 
spirit, to Christ, and the interests of his kingdom upon earth, in the 
character of the service to which he has solicited to be received; and 
while we honor the purity and integrity of the dedication which he 
makes of himself to this service, we will not, cannot apprehend for him 
any want of that happiness, in which such faith and love, have been 
their sure reward from God. 

Brethren, as members of the Church of Christ, indulging the interest 
proper to the character, in its honor and prosperity, it becomes us to 
look with gladness and gratitude, on the accession thus brought to them, 
and implore from heaven, its blessing on the individual in whose person 
it comes—that in all things he may prove it happy for him to have been 
chosen of God, to be caused to approach unto him, that he may dwell, as 


is implied in the transaction, now, under the most solemn circumstances 


to be done, for all the remaining stages of his life, in his courts. We 
are sanguinely persuaded that it must be for his individual happiness, 
that he has formed the determination, that is now, in the presence of 
God and of the Church, to be sealed and recorded ; because the motives 
which are actuating him, and the qualifications of which he has given 
proof, are such, as must have usefulness and honor in the ministry for 
their result. Should, however, our warm anticipations of his individual 
happiness on earth, in his holy and benevolent undertaking, prove falla- 
cious, strongly as we now feel ourselves forbidden to entertain such 
apprehension, yet we are reasonably confident in his behalf, that a 
reward will await him, when his work on earth is done, in which he will 
have a perfect compensation—and the portion of the faithful servant of 
the Lord in the Church triumphant in heaven, abundantly repay the 
sacrifices, sorrows, toils, and trials, and dangers, which may constitute 
his experience of the service of the Church, suffering and militant, on 
earth. 

We have spoken thus, respecting this esteemed person, the impres- 
sions, which our minds happily entertain. We will proceed now to 
receive him to his incipient ministry, earnestly beseeching God that they 
may all be realized. 
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There is a beautiful primitive custom, which once prevailed through the whole Christen- 
dom, preserved in the Greek Church, to greet one another on Easter day with this salutation, 
‘* Christ is risen.’’ Nor is it a mere empty form. Persons, who from any cause have been 
estranged from one another, often take this opportunity of renewing the intercourse that has 
been suspended. And who that is reminded of his Lord’s resurrection shall dare to mind 
earthly or carnal differences.—Utica Gospel Messenger. 
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WOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


What is the Church of Christ? “ Sirs, ye are brethren.” Acts vii. 
26. Baltimore, 1844.—This work is deemed so excellent that the 
Bishop of Maryland has reprinted it, with a pastoral letter prefixed. 
This pastoral may well be regarded as a review of the work, (which is 
offered for 25 cents a copy.) and is as follows :— 

Dear Bretraren: Our blessed Lord declares it to have been the end 
of His birth and coming into the world that He should bear witness 
unto the truth. (John xviii. 37.) It is through the truth, He affirms in 
His solemn communings with the Father, that they whom He sends 
into the world are sanctified. (John xvii. 17-19. Tospeak the truth in 
love, is the mode of growing up into Him in all things, which is the 
Head, even Christ. (ph. iv. 16.) 

Now the truth is unchangeable and indivisible. ‘* All things whatso- 
ever Jesus had commanded them,” the apostles were to ‘‘ teach” men 
“to observe ;” (Matt. xxviil. 20,) and by so teaching them, they brought 
them to “the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness,” 
(Titus i.1.) As Christians we are bound equally to all the truth, in 
faith and practice, and to every part. It is no privilege of ours to 
select what we deem important, and lay the rest aside. We have not 
the truth, if we are destitute of any portion of it. If our destitution is 
the result of our own choice, we are guilty of rejection of the whole. It 
came from heaven entire. It was sent into the world, by its commis- 
sioned bearers, entire. It must be acknowledged and held in that same 
entireness. 

We dare not, therefore, dear brethren, assent to those who distinguish 
between preaching the Church and preaching Christ. It is undeniable 
that our Lord Himself ‘‘ commanded” (See Matt. xxviii. 20,) reference 
to “the Church,” (Matt. xxviii. 17.) It was certainly one of the 
‘things’ His apostles were sent to ‘‘teach men to observe.” How 
they did teach men on the subject, the whole inspired Epistle to the 
Ephesians shows. Surely no man can read that Epistle through, and 
doubt whether its holy writer considered the mode in which men are 
gathered together in Christ, (Eph. i. 10,) and the nature of their union 
in Him, as fundamental parts of the truth as it is in Jesus. (Eph. iv. 21.) 
“The Church” he declares to be that for which Christ “ gave Him- 
self.” (Eph. v. 25.) Who that believes in the efficacy of that most 
precious gift, but must desire to know what it purchased? And how 
much more, when taught that, so purchased, it is presented unto Him- 
self, (Eph. i. 23,) to be “* His body, the fulness of Him who filleth all in 
all!” Is the nature of that which is so spoken of, among the lesser 
things, which may be safely laid aside, while weighter matters of close 
personal interest engross the attention? My brethren! if there be a 
question of all-engrossing moment to each one of us in particular, it is 
whether he be aliving member of the Body of his Redeemer, “ of His 
flesh, and of His bones.” (Eph. v. 30.) For has not He told us, that 
except we abide in Him, as living branches of the true vine, we must’ 
be cast‘ forth unto the burning? (John xv. 1-6.) Whether we be 
branches of the vine; whether, being so, we abide in Him, bearing. 
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fruit ; are surely vital questions to those who expect to live through His 
Name! 

Observe, I beg you, that this question affects the evidence and warrant 
of our hope, not the kind and degree of the hope itself. In Christ 
alone is our hope. (1 Cor. xv. 19, 2 Cor. v.17. Ll Thess.i.3.) But 
how are we assured that we are “in Him?’ (Eph. i. 3, 10, 12; iii. 6, 
Gal. iii. 27. Rom. xii. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 16.) The name of Christ alone 
is our salvation. (Actsiv.12.) Johniii. 18.) But what is our warrant 
to take shelter in that name? (Acts x. 43; ii. 38; xix. 5. 1 Cor. i. 13, 
Acts xv. 14,17. Rom. x. 13-15,) and our proof that we have done 
it? There are differences within our own communion on this very im- 
portant point. But those differences do not affect the nature and extent 
of our dependence upon the free grace of God by which Christ Jesus 
“is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption ; that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord.” (1 Cor. i. 30, 31.) | 

On the contrary, those who most strenously insist on the necessity of 
union with Christ in His body, the Church, by communion with a de- 
finite visible society, traceable in its existence and organization up to 
Him, do so in the deepest sense of the utter inability of man to save 
himself,—his entire dependance on redeeming love for all the work, 
from first to last, by which he is to be translated from darkness into 
light, and from condemnation into everlasting life. It is because ‘‘ we 

ut not our trust iu any thing that we do,” (Collect for Sexagesima,) that 
we look to Christ for all, in the way of His provision. It is decause we 
believe forms and ordinances to be utterly worthless except as His Spi- 
rit gives them vitality and saving efficacy, that we insist on tracing them 
all to Him, and finding His promise to be in all, or utterly eschewing 
them. 

The more thoroughly we believe, the more strenuously we inculcate, 
the depravity of nature and helplessness of condition of the unregener- 
ate man; the freeness and fulness of justifying and sanctifying grace ; 
the entire absence of all claim of merit in the receivers ; the need of a 
change of heart, wrought by the hidden working of the Spirit in the 
inner man ; the dependence of the new birth for its beginning, of the 
renewed life for its continuance and growth, wholly and solely on the 
influences from above that are shed abroad abundantly by God the Holy 
Ghost on such as neither resist nor quench them ; the uselessness of all 
forms and ordinances to the adult partaker who has not a living faith; 
the increase of condemnation resulting from the abuse of spiritual privi- 
leges, gifts and influences ;—these fundamental principles of the Gospel 
the more we cherish and exalt, the better we are qualified to appreciate 
the full importance of the question, what is the Church ? the more hum- 
bly we shall approach it, the more fervently we shall pray for Divine 
assistance in the solution. 

Observe again, I beseech you, brethren, that so far from tampering 
with the holy word of God, or setting aside its supreme and sole au- 
thority, it is the deepest reverence for its teaching that leads us to 
maintain the indispensableness of communion with the visible Church 
of Christ as organized by His command, We receive that teaching 
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implicitly, and refuse to explain it away or lower it in accommodation 
to prevailing views of fitness. If others can be induced to admit that 
‘the body of Christ” is a mere abstraction, and unreal notion, a name 
for an aggregation of individuals without corporate organization or 
functions, we can not, because we dare not set aside the plain letter of 
Scripture, which says, “as the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so 
also is Christ. [or by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body. Ye 
are the body of Christ, and members in particular. So we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members, one of another.” (1 Cor. 
xil. 12, 13,17. Rom. xii. 5.) This is no description of “ an aggrega- 
tion” of independent persons or communities, but of “a body whose 
life depends on its unity” As we read it, we receive it; and are sure 
that we receive it rightly, because the whole Christian world, for fifteen 
hundred years, without an exception, so received it. Hard of admission 
as it may be to mere reason, (though indeed it is not hard, rightly 
taken,) trying as its consequences may prove to our natural feelings and 
propensities, (though indeed, to the spiritual mind, they are full of 
peace, and hope, and triumph,) we bow humbly in acceptance of this 
representation of the company of believers, because it is the representa- 
tion of the Bible. In the Bible, in the Bible alone, we seek for all 
saving truth. From the Bible, from the -Bible alone, we would derive 
all, even the least particulars of our faith and teaching. But it must be 
the Bible in its own pure, primitive meaning ; not explained away, and 
accommodated to modern notions aud evil times. 

And now, dear brethren, what I would fain say in person to each one 
of you, on atopic among the most important that can occupy your 
thoughts, I offer to your use as I found it in this little volume ready pre- 
pared to my hand in a form better than I could give it. In discharge of 
my duty to God, and for His sake to you, 1 commend the following 
pages to your use. Give them, I beseech you, thoughtful and prayerful 
study. Let not prejudice wrest aside your judgment, nor any human 
authority deter you from embracing and holding fast whatever you shall 
find clearly proved, by sound reasoning, out of God’s holy word. Re- 
member that it is the truth of God you are seeking to find out, and that 
you are doing tt in God’s sight. My earnest and continual prayer shall 
go up before Him, that if in any thing as your teacher J have erred, 
He will correct me, and show my error and save you from it ; and that 
you may be guided by His blessed Spirit into the acknowledgment of 
all truth, and obedience unto it with a ready mind. Your affectionate 
brother in Christ, and servant in the Gospei, 

WILLIAM ROLLINSON WHITTINGHAM, 
Bishop of Maryland. 


Journal of St. Paul’s College, Volume 1, No. 1, February, 1844.— 
We have read this, as we did the former periodical from the same 
source, with both interest and we hope advantage. Our admiration of 
the institution has been often expressed, and we have only to add that 
if there was at least one such in each Diocese, as much good to the 
Church and the community might be more reasonably anticipated than 
from any other human instrument whatever. 
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These extracts throw light on the character of this valuable well tried 
school for the mind and the heart. ‘ The objects of the paper are 
wholly practical. First, to aid in'the moral and religious education of 
our pupils, and secondly, to supply a convenient vehicle for the monthly 
reports of their standing in the School. In the latter object it will an- 
swer the same purpose asa similar publication in former years, which 
some of our friends will recollect as the Journal of the Institute at 
Flushing. The paper then was attended with many advantages. Be- 
sides carrying the monthly reports in a form the most satisfactory, 
among the various methods which we have adopted, and ensuring their 
regularity, it afforded constant opportunity for suggestions and advice to 
the parents and guardians of our pupils, which put them more fully in 
possession of our views and enabled them the better to give us their 
co-operation. Since its discontinuance we have frequently felt the want 
of something of the kind, and have therefore determined to revive it in 
the present form. The journal will be made up of original and selected 
matter, and for the most part of such as will prove useful, we hope, in 
the work of Christian education on the principles of the Church. We 
contemplate for it but little more than a private circulation, chiefly among 
the parents of the boys and the former pupils of the institution. 

The notice of St. Mark’s College, Stanley Grove, England, is parti- 
cularly interesting: ‘“‘ As I now think of these devout youths, (no doubt 
a knowledge of their character heightened the effect,) particularly in the 
unearthly tones of parts of the service, memory helps the imagination 
of what must be the worship of Heaven. I formerly felt the ordinary 
objection to the singing of prayers, but here it was removed. They are 
chanted in what is called plain tune, a monote:e witha slightly varied 
cadence, When the ear is once accustomed tu it, it assimilates with a 
reverential state of mind, and devotion seems to rcequireit. 1 now never 
hear or read the Litany, but I desire the solemn voice, that still echoes in 
my mind, of the choristers of Stanley Grove.” 

“The Society have been so fortunate as to secure the services of the 
Rev. Derwent Coleridge, son of the philosopher as principal of the Col- 
lege. It was delightful to see a man of his intellect and acquirements 
giving himself, heart and soul, to the work of preparing educators for 
the poor, and entering practically into all the details. He asked me 
whether such an institution would not be desirable in America. Nothing 
more so, I replied, and sighed within myself at the thought, that with 
abundance of means in the Church, nothing is wanting but the will. 
When will our liberal and wealthy Churchmen understand that in no 
way can they so extend the Church, and place her in her true position 
in the land, as by endowing schools, which shall not only bless her own 

children for ages to come, but add, in an increasing ratio, to her num- 
bers from every generation.” 

We beg attention to these paragraphs: “‘ Thisis what the guardians 
of youth have to dread. This is the bad omen of the day. Irreverence— 
an imagined right to think for themselves—a practical disownment of 
their baptismal obligations—an attitude towards religion, as if it were 
no concern of theirs, until, perchance, they are converted. This is 
what makes it so difficult to carry into practice the idea of the Church 
in the training of her children, There is radical fault somewhere. As 
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long as parents and sponsors have such inadequate views of what they 
have bound themselves to at the sacred font—as long as they bring up 
their children in the midst of the very pomps and vanities which, in 
their names, they have so solemnly renounced—no wonder that baptis- 
mal regeneration seems so hard to reconcile with facts. The pious 
Sectarian trains his child according to the strictest rule of his sect; as if 
he believed there was grace in its heart to be cherished, and which, 
without his nurture, may be lost, while the worldly Churchman acts as if 
he believed the grace given could never be forfeited, whatever he may 
do to quench it—each practically reversing the dogmas of ‘his creed. 
The “ old Adam” in our baptized youth is the trouble ; not that we hope 
to expel it, and create the “new man” by the virtue of forms. Had 
such a notion ever entered our brains, sad experience would have long 
since put it to flight, We have no undue faith in the undue externals 
of religion. Some faith, we certainly have, or the wisdom of all past 
ages, has indeed been folishness in education. We do not mistake 
outward and visible signs for inward and spiritual grace; but, to say 
nothing of means appointed or approved, the inward and spiritual grace 
may be protected by outward and visible signs. We distinguish what 
ignorance confuses, but we do not separate what ‘ God hath joined 
together.”’ It is because we are concerned for the soul of piety that 
we take so much care of the body. Surely you cannot fear that we en- 
courage our pupils in the delusion that they may “ honor God with their 
mouths, and draw near to him with their lips, while their hearts are far 
from Him.” 

‘Lectures from home are of great -assistance, as we are continually 
urging the performance of duty on the ground of filial affection and 
obedience. Without such co-operation, we can do comparatively little. 
Particular notice should be taken of the disorder marks ; although, for 
the most part, they indicate minor delinquencies, they ought not to be 
thought of minor consequence. To avoid them, as some do, entirely, 
requires punctuality, attention and a regard to honor, which are as of 
much importance in education as literary acquirements. When they 
continue to be numerous, from whatever cause, itis rather an unpromis- 
ing sign; especially if itis known that they occasion uneasiness at 
home. Parents, then, will note the columns of Chapel, Decorum and 
Disorder, as well as those of the studies, if they value the moral as well 
as the intellectual culture of their children.” 


In the monthly report just received, for January, 1844, of the So- 
ciety (in London,) for Promoting Christian Knowledge, we read, in a 
few days will be ready, in 4 vols. price 12s. bound, a Paraphrase and 
Comment upon the Epistles and Gospels, appointed to be used in the 
Church of England, on all Sundays and Holydays throughout the year, 
designed to excite devotion, and to promote the knowledge and practice 
of sincere piety and virtue, By George Stanhope, D.D., late Dean of 
Canterbury. A New Edition, with a Memoir of the Author. 

This is the work recommended in the late,address to the Convention 
of the Bishop of this Diocese, and we are glad to notice, that the wish 
he expressed for its reprinting is so soon to be fulfilled. 
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A PARENT SEEKING A SPONSOR FOR HIS CHILD. 


My Dear,—We expect and intend (God willing,) on Sunday, the 
instant, to offer our dear infant, unto the Lord in the Holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptism. The choice of sponsors for her, is a previous duty 
required at our hands. It isa duty which 1 regard as very responsible ; 
one from the discharge of which much good or no good, but perhaps 
much evil, may result, and therefore one, in the discharge of which, no 
parent, who regards the eternal well-being of his child, should be gov- 
erned by amere regard to compliment. Looking upon the choice of 
sponsors, as a duty of such solemn moment, you will readily suppose, 
that we regard the dutzes of a sponsor, as partaking of the same serious 
nature,—involving great responsibility. It is beyond all question in my 
mind, an office, which no person should assume, who is not conscien- 
tiously determined, by the help of the Lord, to discharge the duties of 
it faithfully. What those duties are, is very clearly and plainly laid 
down, in the baptismal service. 

Under a deep sense of the responsibility, which rests upon us as 
parents, in the choice of sponsors for our dear little girl, and most con- 
scientiously entertaining the above view of the obligations of a sponsor, 
I now write, my dear, to ask, will you stand a god-mother for our be- 
loved daughter ? 

Before you answer this question, I beg you to look over the duties of 
the office, as set forth in the Prayer-book. If, in full view of those 
duties, and in the fear of God, you find yourself willing to undertake 
the office, believe me, you will confer upon us, a very great and sin- 
cerely solicited favor. In this event, I would solicit further your special 
prayers in behalf of our little girl, that while she receives “the washing 
of regeneration,” she may also receive “the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost,” to turn the current of her nature from evil to good—to subdue 
in her every unholy temper and passion, and dispose her heart to the 
love and service of her God and Saviour. I solemnly believe, that the 
reason why we meet with so few instances of piety in children, pro- 
ceeds as much from an improper use of the Sacrament of Baptism, as 
from subsequent neglect in “training them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” Where a child is presented unto God in faith, 
and with earnest prayers for his blessing upon it at its Baptism, and 
afterwards is “rightly instructed in his holy word,” I have no doubt, 
that even from infancy, “ the fruits of the Spirit” will be perceptible in 
its dispositions and conduct. It is our most anxious desire, that such 
may be the case with our dear daughter. To this end, I solicit your 
prayers for the Divine blessing upon her in Baptism—to this end, I beg 
your subsequent co-operation in “ training her upin the way she should 
go.” Grant these, and you will unspeakably oblige your sincere 
triend, &c. 
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FREEWILL, PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION. 
T'ESTIMOMY OF ST. IRENUUS, 
From his Life and Writings; by J. Beaven, D.D., 

No controversy had arisen amongst Christians in the time of L[renzus 
on the subject of predestination, but heathen Stoics believed in an irre- 
sistible fate, and the Gnostics taught a natural and essential difference 
between the soul of one man and that of another, by virtue of which the 
former was of course raised at death to an intimate union with the 
supreme essence, whilst the latter could never hope for such an eleva- 
tion, although he might be raised to a higher state than that of earthly 
existence. Both these notions lrenzus combated. He taught that 
man is endued with freewill, having good and evil set before him, and 
having the power to choose or reject either one or the other, and to act 
accordingly ; that God has always treated men as having the power to 
act for themselves, rewarding or punishing them, praising or blaming 
them according to the nature of their choice ; and that this proves that 
we have freewill ; that in fact the circumstance that our faith is called 
our own, and is rewarded, proves that we are free agents. In confor- 
mity with this opinion, he teaches that men are redeemed, not by com- 
pulsion, but by persuasion; that each person has a portion of divine 
light given him, and he will be recompensed according as he keeps or 
rejects it; and that as each man’s saivation depends thus upon his own 
exertion, and cannot be obtained without it, so our reward will be the 
more valued for having been gained by exertion. 

We can see, therefore, that Irenzus could not have believed that the 
salvation of the elect was accomplished by the mere will of God con- 
cerning the individuals, either in opposition to their own will, or by 
constraining their wills; although he asserted very fuily the necessity 
of divine grace to cause our freewill to take a right direction. 

And yet he was a believer in divine predestination. He believed that 
some were predestinated to have the gift of incorruptibility imparted to 
them, (which we have seen to mean the Divine Spirit, by which we 
become the adopted children of God,) and thus to have life in the sight 
of God, whereas they were originally in a state of death. But he no 
where implies that they could not lose the gift, but the contrary. So, 
again he teaches that God intentionally delivers some men over to unbe- 
lief without atrial. But who are they? Those who, he foresees will 
not believe. He was of opinion that there is a predestinated number of 
those who shall be saved eternally, and that when that number is com- 
pleted, the end of the world will come ; the very idea embodied in our 
burial service. But he nowhere hints that the individuals were predesti- 
nated, as well as the number, or that those who were predestinated to 
have the gift of immortality, were all in the number of those who 
should be saved eternally ; so that the more we examine, the more clear 
does it become that he would have been opposed to Ca/vinistic predesti- 
nation. i 

Who, then, are those predestinated to the gift of immortality? The 
manner in which he speaks of election will enable us to answer this 
question. In explaining the parable of the vineyard let out to hus- 
bandmen, he says, that, after the first set of husbandmen had been cast 








oe 

















1844.| The Sin of Korah. 87 


out, the vineyard was “ no longer fenced in, but opened to all the world, 
and the tower of the election exalted everywhere, beautiful to look on; 
for,” said he, “‘ the Church is everywhere distinctly visible, and every- 
where is there a wine-press dug, and everywhere are those who receive 
the Spirit.” Here we find election commensurate with the visible 
Church, (indeed he knows no other ;) and so he proceeds further on to 
speak of “ the word of God, who elected the patriarchs and us ;” just as 
in the passage before cited he had said, “ we who were not as yet were 
predestinated to be ;” that is spiritually through redemption. And so in 
another place he speaks of the Church as “ the congregation of God ; 
which God, thatis the Son, has himself collected by himself;” and in 
another passage, “ the wages of Christ are men collected out of various 
and differing nations into one company of faith.” 

All these passages reflect light upon each other, and exhibit the all- 
wise God as planning from eternity the last dispensation, by which he 
chooses through the Divine word, to gather out of the world men of all 
nations, and to restore to them the lost gift of immortality, by adopting 
them for his own children, and bestowing on them his Spirit, and thus 
uniting them in the one body of his Church; so that those who believe 
and continue in obedience to Him, and hold fast this teaching, continue 
his children ; whilst those who do not obey Him are cut off from Him, 
and cease to be his children. And as baptism is the sign and means of 
our union with God and the reception of the Holy Spirit, so baptism is 
the sign and pledge of this predestination and election. 


—>—————_ 


THE SIN OF KORAH. 


Sir,—In your Number for August, your correspondent, P. M., pro- 
poses a question with reference to St. Jude’s Epistle, v. 11, ‘‘ what was 
the sin of Korah, and under what circumstances it may be committed 
among Christians?” If no better answer should be offered, perhaps 
the following may be admissible. 

I believe it is never denied that St. Jude intended to refer to Numb. 

ch. xvi. v. 3. Calvin’s Bible, and all others with references, are agreed 
upon this point. 
, On turning to that place, we might trace more sins than one, of which 
Korah was guilty ; but St. Jude marks out what he means, avrioyia— 
the gammsaying of Korah. This must refer to vy. 3—“ Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and 
the Lord is among them, wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the 
congregation of the Lord? It is clear, that the exclusive Priesthood of 
Aaron and his sons, was the thing chiefly aimed at :—I1st. From the ar- 
gument relied on, which evidently alludes to words previously addressed 
by God to Israel,—* Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation.” —Ex, xix., 6. 2ndly. Moses so understood it, * Seek ye 
the priesthood also.” 3rdly. The Jews always understood it so, as we 
learn from Josephus.— Antig. B. iv. c. 2. 

It is needless to inquire whether the Clergy only, or the Laity also, 
can commit the exact sin of Korah. In his case the lower order of the 
Clergy, and the Laity, were joined in the sin ; they opposed the autho- 
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rity of the lawful possessors of the priesthood, and desired to usurp the 
office themselves. Need we go far to find an exact parallel among 
Christians? Are not the very pretences, the very words of Korah, 
heard among those who now usurp the office of the ministry, without 
being able to show any better title than the presumption of themselves, 
or some of their predecessors? Are not exactly similar Scriptures, 
addressed to Christians, pressed into the same service? (1 Pet. ch. ii. 
v. 5.) Consider the words of his associates too: could so many words 
give alivelier or more striking abstract of the vulgar cry against priest- 
craft and its arts, and the popular appeal to men’s pride and passions, 
“wilt thou put out the eyes of these men ?” . 

The nature and extent of their punishment is not generally observed 
with the care it deserves. It was clearly intended that none of the pos- 
terity of Korah’s company should have any inheritance in Israel, and it 
was so understood by the people; see the plea of the daughters of 
Zelophehad, when they pleaded for the continuance of their father’s in- 
heritance.—Numb, xxvii, v. 3. Hence, we may understand why the 
children of Korah were spared, while those of Dathan and Abiram 
perished in the general destruction —Numb. xvi. 27, and xxvi. 11. The 
Levites had no inheritance, and, therefore, their death was not necessary 
to effect the object. 

‘“ And they became a sign.”—Numb. xxvi. v.10. St. Jude evidently 
considered the sign as intended for us, as well as for the Jews. St. 
Paul clearly intimates the same thing, in Heb. v. v. 4; and, again, in 1 
Cor.x., v.6 to 11. The 10th verse certainly refers to Num. xvi. 41, 
rather than to Numb. 11, (which is mentioued at v.6;) and at the mur- 
muring in Numb. xiv., v. 27, and xxi. 5, the punishment was different. 
St. Paul, therefore, refers to those who murmured about Korah and his 
punishment—“ Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured ; 
and were destroyed of the destroyer ;” compare 2 Sam. xxiv. v. 15 and 
16, and Numb. xvi., v. 41, to the end. 

The nature of the murmuring which St. Paul here selects for our 
warning, is worthy of notice. The schismatical usurpers of the priest- 
hood were, par excellence, ‘‘ the Lord’s people,” v. 41, and the defenders 
of the priesthood were no better than murderers. 

They who saw the Apostles’ labors and care for the peace of the 
Churches, relate to us what use they made of the example of Korah. 
St. Clement of Rome, Paul’s fellow-laborer, “‘ whose name is in the 
book of life’’—(Phil. iv. v. 3,) soon after Paul’s death, wrote thus to the 
Church of Corinth, which had been “led into a sedition against its 
priests :”” Moses ‘“ perceiving an emulation to arise among the tribes 
concerning the priesthood, and that there was a strife about it, which of 
them should be adorned with that glorious name, commanded their 
twelve captains to bring to him twelve rods . . . (then follows the ac- 
count in Numbers xvii.) . . . so likewise our Apostles knew, by our 
Lord Jesus Carist, that there should contentions arise on account of the 
ministry, and therefore, having a perfect knowledge of this, they ap- 
pointed persons, as we have before said, and they gave directions how, 
when they should die, other chosen and approved men should succeed to 
their ministry.”” He also refers expressly, to the example of “ those 
who went down alive into the grave :” and, indeed, Aaron’s rod is but 
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part of the same story. It was expressly intended to put an end to that 
murmuring which St. Paul makes the warning to us. Numb. xxvii., v. 5. 
It was preserved in the Ark to prevent a recurrence of the Korahite 
murmur, v.10. Its preservation there was the symbol of the govern- 
ment of the Gospel Church. St. Paul was no idle declaimer—every 
word and allusion had a pregnant meaning: in Heb. v., verses 4 and 5, 
and in ix., v. 4, he was but preparing for Heb. xii.17. St. Clement does 
but record the fulfilment of the type; and centuries between prolong 
the echoes of a voice, which tells with more than human power, that 
Aaron’s rod shall never cease to blossom till the Ark of the Covenant 
shall fail. 

St. Cyprian refers to the same example, as proving that “‘ whatever 
evil men of human will endeavor for the pulling down of God’s ordi- 
nance, is done against God.” Sosaid Moses, Numb. xvi. 11. And it 
was commonly spoken of in like manner among the people, xxvii. v. 3. 
Nor can it be shown that the example was ever otherwise understood 
in the apostolic or succeeding ages. Optatus, the great peace-maker of 
the African Church, urges the same example against the Donatists : 
videatis quid magistri schismatis pati merverunt . . . prima pecacata 
ad exemplum presens poena compressit, secunda judicio reservabit.”’ 
And this comes with double force from him who has set so striking an 
example of charity mingled with zeal, in his admirable treatment of his 
‘brother Parmenian,” the Donatist Bishop—“ nos odio habeant, et ex- 
ecrentur, et nolint se dicti fratres nostros;” ,- . . ‘‘ nemo miretur, eos 
me appellare fratres, qui non possunt non esse fratres.”’ 

The application is further confirmed in Scripture by a variety of mi- 
nute allusions and coincidences which I can only allude to here. St. 
Jude, v. 6, is thus translated and expounded by Macknight, a Presbyte- 
rian. 

“ The angels who kept not their own office—the office which was orig- 
inally allotted to them—but left their proper station—by intruding 
into the offices and stations of the angels who were greater than they.” 

This is one of St. Jude’s examples to deter us from persisting in the 
gainsaying of Korah. A special mark is given by him in v. 8, “ they 
speak evil of dignities ;” can we not easily connect this word dog« with 
the Christian ministry? See 2 Cor. c. iii. v.9, 10,11. Has not the 
same word a peculiar application to the office which Timothy and Titus 
held in the Church? See ch. viii., v. 23 ; the dignities of Christ.” 

Is it not then a solemn duty to warn our people, that they perish not 
in the gainsaying of Korah ?—JIrish Ecclesiastical Journal. 





<—> 
be 4 


From ‘ Episcopacy and Presbytery by Rev. A. Boyd, M. A., curate of the Cathedral of Derry.’ 
PRESBYTERIAN ORDINATION NOT SANCTIONED BY SCRIPTURE. 


We have examined the word of God for the discovery of precedents 
for presbyterian ordination, and may now boldly put the question, does 
one solitary instance start to view which fairly sustains the theory? Js 
it in the power of our opponents to lay their finger on one passage which 
states that any minister in the New Testament was ordained by mere 
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presbyters, and only presbyters! The ordination of Mathias? It was 
the act of the apostles at the signified will of God. The ordination of 
the seven deacons? It was the act of the apostles. The so-called or- 
dination of Paul and Barnabas? It could not have been an ordination, 
and, if it were, the ordainers were not presbyters; and, if they were, 
they ordained in virtue uf a special and supernatural mandate from 
God himself. The “elders ordained inevery Church?’ The ordain- 
ers were apostles. The ordination of Timothy? It was the act of St. 
Paul. Every instance upon the pages of holy writ tells consistently 
for us, and not one tells for our opponents. Every instance is prelati- 
cal, and not one presbyterial. The Bible gives no sanction to, exhibits 
no authority for, the mode adopted by the dissenting communities for 
admission of men into the ministry. For that mode they may plead the 
boldness of Calvin, or the arrogancy of Knox; but they cannot plead 
the authority of the Bible. To it their system cannot look. Neither 
can it look to that most weighty, though secondary support—the con- 
sent of the Church from apostolic times. 





PMA GG LE ron 


POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


OUR BELOVED MOTHER ON HER FIFTIETH BIRTH-DAY, 
Marcu 17rTu, 1844. 


“ Her children arise up, and call her blessed.”—Prov, xxxi. 28. 


"Tis sweet in early spring to view 
The flow’rets budding fair, 

The lovely promise these, and true, . 
Of the rich opening year ; 

And sweet to watch the morning ray, 

Upon the eastern clouds at play, 

Forerunner of the orb of day, 
Up-rising bright and clear. 


’Tis sweet: But surely summer yields 
More joys than smiling spring ? 
And better are the ripen’d fields 
The Harvest reapers sing ? 
And when the Sun’s meridian high, 
Does not his genial warmth supply, 
More blessings to the earth and sky, 
Than to his risings cling? 


And thus thy life has ever been, 
Our own—our Mother dear! 
Thy summer freshness cool and green, 
The drooping heart could cheer : 
And if aught good in us be found, 
Was’t not thy sunny rays around, 
That from the cold and barren ground 
Brought forth the ripen’d ear ? 
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But now Autumnal hues begin 
To seer thy summer prime ; 
And silently and sad, within 
We mourn the flight of time; 
Yet thou art calm—for fifty years 
The Spirit’s seed thou nurs’d, with tears, 
And now the precious fruit appears 
Rich as from Eden’s clime! 


The Spirit’s cluster’d fruit—above 
The grapes of Es-chol rare, 
Where peace, and joy, and faith, and love, 
With gentleness appear ; 
Long-suffering, goodness, meekness too, 
And sober temperance, here we view, 
All, closely clinging, meet in you 
As fruit on vine-branch fair ! 


Guard well the valued trust, until 
The vintage shout be given, 
And its resounding echoes fill 
With joy both earth and Heaven! 
Still in the Holy vine abide:— 
His shelt’ring foliage safe shall hide, 
Nor may thy branches from his side 
By cruel hands be riven. 


God speed thee on, as He hath sped, 
And grant thee many a year, 

That we may learn from thee to tread 
The paths of faith and prayer; 

And when thy race on earth is run, 

The battle o’er,—the victory won, 

Receive thee threugh th’ Eternal Son, 
To mansions ever fair! 





a cel 


From the Primitive Standard, 
ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND ON HER BIRTH-DAY 


Hark to the chime of the passing day,— 

It tells that the year has rolled away, 

And it whispers softly—‘ Watch and pray, 
O watch and pray.” 


In thy brief pilgrimage on earth, 
The day returns that hails thy birth,— 
With most it is a day of mirth, 

But do thou pray. 


The traveller, as he journeys on, 
Doth mark each post and road-side stone, 
Telling how far his race is run, 

O therefore pray. 


Turn o’er the leaves of thy past years, 
Count all their stains,—nay, have no fears— 
God will forgive and wipe thy tears, 

If thou wilt pray. 


Each leaf to come, as time doth roll, 

Less stained shall be for thy poor soul 

Shall feel the power of God’s control, 
If thou wilt pray 
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RLIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


To the Friends of the Poor :—Dear Brethren,—Having had occasion, 
several times, since my connexion with St. Stephen’s Chapel, to appeal 
to you for pecuniary aid in its behalf, and never having appealed in vain, 
I am encouraged to hope, that the interest which you feel for the wel- 
fare of those who worship there, is of too enduring a character, to per- 
mit you to “ grow weary” in doing them good. Thus encouraged, I 
would most earnestly solicit your co-operation for the accomplishment 
of an object, which I have very much at heart, and which, 1 trust and 
believe, would, with God’s blessing, greatly promote their temporal and 
spiritual well-being. ‘That object is the establishment of a Parochial 
or Mission School (whichever it may be called,) for the education and 
religious training of their children. Such a school has been, for several 
years, in contemplation. It was suggested by my predecessor in the 
Mission, and has, at different times, been alluded to in my own reports. 
Towards its establishment the sum of $500 was pledged to him, and a 
small amount besides actually collected. That pledge, I have been 
given to understand, will be redeemed whenever it is desired. Its re- 

emption has not hitherto been called for, because of the pecuniary 
distresses of our country, which precluded the hope of being able to 
collect a sufficient additional sum for effecting our object,—and because 
of the difficulty which we apprehended in obtaining a suitable male 
teacher. Our country having now, by God’s blessing, recovered, in a 
measure, her accustomed prosperity, we cannot but hope that the free- 
will offerings of grateful hearts, will be fully adequate to supply that 
additional sum. As an inducement to those who favor our object to 
come up, at once, to our aid, I would mention, that there is now a gen- 
tleman connected with our Chapel, in whose piety and qualifications, I 
have confidence, who is willing to become the teacher of such a school, 
simply for the amount, which the tuition-money may yield, without any 
pledged salary. All that we want therefore to commence this school, is 
a suitable school-house. The erection of this, in the first instance, we 
cannot but regard as essential to the success of the undertaking, inas- 
much as thereby an appearance of permanency wil] be imparted to the 
institution, which will tend greatly to induce parents to patronize it. 
Now for the erection of this school-house, a part of the lot adjoining the 
Chapel on the West, may be obtained, as it has already been offered to 
us, by the owner, at a certain price. The whole amount needed to pur- 
chase the lot and build the school-house will not probably exceed 
$2,500. And can this sum mot be procured for the accomplishment of 
an object, which we may reasonably hope will prove extensively and 
permanently useful! I pray you, dear friends, ‘“ remember the poor,” 
and let not the opportunity pass of doing them this good. Provide for 
their children this means of being carefully instructed and religiously 
trained, and who can tell how many, under God, may be qualified to 
proclaim the Gospel of salvation, where its joyous sound is now seldom 
or never heard, because “the harvest is so great, and the laborers so 


Sew ?” 
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In conclusion, I will only add, that my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God, is that He will dispose you to do in regard to this matter, that 
which He sees will be for is glory, and the good of the poor of His 
flock. THOMAS C. DUPONT. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.— That for the 
month of May, was by the Assistant-Minister of St. Paul’s, (Radcliffe- 
borough.) That “all our works (Missionary not excepted,) must be 
‘“‘ begun, continued and ended,” with a dependance on the “help” of 
the Almighty, was the main point of the discourse. The text was “ not 
by might, not by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.”—Zech. iv. 6. 
** Probably (says a celebrated author,) the only reason why God asks for 
money in the promotion of his cause, is that he may cultivate in the 
hearts of his children, feelings of generosity. The treasury of the Al- 
mighty needs no replenishing. He might raise thousands of servants, 
and send them to and fro through the world, to proclaim his cause, and 
feed them with the manna of heaven, and clothe them by his own care. 
He might send from heaven an army of angels to accomplish his pur- 
pose. God does not need our coppers. He has seen fit, in his wisdom, 
to make use of human instrumentality in the conversion, and he calls 
upon his children for their pecuniary aid in their voluntary labors, not 
for his good but for their own.” The amount collected was $17. 


Sunday School Celebration.—The semi-annual meeting of the Sunday 
Schools of our city Churches, was held at St. Peter’s Church on the 
afternoon of 27th ult., being Monday in Whitsun-week. The Bishop 
and all the city Clergy were present. After Evening Prayer by the 
Rector, a sermon was preached to the children by Rev. Alexander W. 
Marshall, Minister of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, from Proverbs 23 
chap. and 26 verse—“ My son give me thy heart.” The collection taken 
at the doors amounted to $31 24, and was divided between the Sunday 
Schools of St. Stephen’s and St. John’s Chapels. 


Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer-book and Tract Socie’y of Charles- 
ton.—The anniversary meeting Tuesday in Whitsun-week of this useful 
Society, was held after divine service in St. Peter’s Church, Charleston. 
The officers were re-elected. The report of the Board of Managers 
will be printed in our next number, and will be read with interest. To 
the ladies by whom this institution has been so long and so weil mana- 
ged, and in particular to the Librarian and ‘l'reasurer, the thanks of the 
Church are due. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The “ Spirit of Missions” for May, contains many details of 
Missionary intelligence. The Mission in Africa has been in imminent 
peril, but the timely arrival of the American ships of war usefully awed 
the cruel natives. The christianizing of the Africans in our country is 
exciting more and more attention. The following extract from a Mission- 
ary to them (not in the employ of our General Society, but of whom we 
know not,) will instruct as well as interest: “I first made myself mas- 
ter of the histories in Genesis, so that it would not be necessary for me 
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to refer to the bible during the lecture. I gave them to understand that 
I was going to teach: them the word of God, on which depended their 
everlasting happiness, and therefore I wished them to attend carefully, 
as I wouid ask them questions at the close of the lecture, to find out if 
they comprehended what I had said. 1 commenced with the creation 
of the world, of the formation of man in tle image of God, of his being 
placed in the garden of Eden, &c. I had not proceeded far before I 
saw to my great delight that 1 had struck a chord which vibrated in 
every heart. Every ene of the small congregation listened with atten- 
tion, and on questioning them, | found that they remembered some of 
the truths they had heard. “ The very fact that they had something to 
say, and were permitted to have their part in the services, called forth 
their attention. They left the house pleased, and by their representa- 
tions awakened in some of the better disposed of their companions, a 
desire to come and hear the new way of preaching. I soon saw new 
faces in the Church, and my cougregation shortly but steadily increased. 
In my morning walks | could hear them trying to recall to mind the 
leading truths in some history they had heard, Occasionally the children 
would come in, andI marked with pleasure that they were delighted 
when they were able to answer any question. As I finished the history 
of any particular person, | drew from it some important religious les- 
son, being persuaded that from the association of ideas, the recollection 
of the events in the history would bring up in the mind the lesson it 
conveyed. Permit me to illustrate my meaning. After having taught 
them the history of Adam, and by repeated questions found that they 
understood the chief points, I would impress upon their minds the great 
danger of a single disobedient act towards God, and then ask if God 
thus punished Adam for one transgression of His law, what would be 
our punishment for the daily violations of His commands contained in 
the Gospel, if we refused to repent of our sins, and seek his pardon 
through the merits and intercession of the Saviour.” The amount re- 
ported for Domestic Missions is $2,186—from South-Carolina $392 ; 
for Foreign $2,433—from South-Carolina $234. 

Missouri.—The 4th Annual Convention met Sept. 27th and 28th, and 
again Nov. 6. There are on the list of the Clergy 13 names, present 
at the Convention the Bishop, (provisional) 5 of the Clergy and 6 Lay- 
Delegates representing 3 parishes. A memorial was adopted, request- 
ing the General Convention to appoint a Bishop for the Diocese, and in 
a communication to Bishop Kemper, the Convention make known their 
preference in favor of the Rev. C. 5. Hawkes to be their Bishop. 


Flerida.— The 6th Annual Convention of the Diocese was held at 
Tallahassee January , 1844—-present, 3 of the Clergy, and 8 Lay- 





men. There are 9 parishes, and 8 Clergymen, two of whom are not 
canonically connected with this Diocese. It was Resolved unanimously 
that the Bishop of Georgia be invited to take the charge of the Diocese 
agreeably to the provision in Canon 3 of 1808 of the General Conven- 
tion. ei 

Increase of our Church.—In a statistical table printed in the Utica 
Gospel Messenger, it is stated that in South-Carolina there were in 1792, 
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fourteen Clergymen of our Church, and in 1841, there were 49; in 
1832, 2,130 communicants ; in 1841, 3,344—and throughout the United 
States in fifty years, the whole population has increased four-fold and a 
fraction, while the number of our Clergy has increased six-fold and a 
fraction. In 1792, the number was 180, In 1841, it was 1,124. 

Mr. Jefferson.—An intelligent gentleman of Virginia, stated that “ for 
some time before his death, a personal friend of Mr. J. came daily to his 
room, and read to him the sacred Scriptures by his own request ;” and 
during the revolution “he wrote tothe minister of the parish in Albe- 
marle County, urging upon them the most solemn observance of a fast 
then recently appointed by the Legislature.”— Utica Gospel Messenger. 

Church of the Holy Cross, Troy.—This Church is to be erected at the 
sole cost of Mrs. Warren. Her excellent and truly Christian Charity 
School, now comprising eighty scholars, was the means by which the 
Holy Ghost put into her heart the good desire of erecting this House 
unto the name and glory of God. The school was commenced about 
thirty years ago by the late venerable Mrs. Phebe Warren ; and whea 
she was taken to the saints’ everlasting rest, about eight years ago, Mrs. 
Mary Warren adopted it as hers. It was originally small, and as- 
sembled but once in a week; but isnow enlarged to a daily school of 
eighty scholars. In attending to its proper support, and in her benevo- 
lent exertions for enlarging its sphere of usefulness, Mrs. Warren had 
powerfully impressed on her mind a sense of the melancholy spiritual 
privations which a large part of the population of the city were suffer- 
ing, and of which the parish Churches could not furnish the remedy. 
She therefore determined to build a Church which, besides furnishing 
accommadation to her school should be freely open to all, without refer- 
ence to their pecuniary means. Such is to be “ The Church of the 
Holy Cross; in which, should God prosper the pious design of its 
foundress, will be provided not only an object of delightful holy con- 
templation to the Christian, who will love to think of the spiritual and 
eternal good to flow from it; but an admirable model of beautiful and 
appropriate ecclesiastical architectnre. It is to be built of stone ip gen- 
uine Einglish style. A leaden box deposited in the Corner Stone con- 
tains a Bible and Prayer-book, and has engraved on it the following 
inscription :— 

The Church of the 
Holy Cross, 
was founded in the year of grace, 1844, by 

Mary WARREN, 

as a house of prayer 

for all people without money 

and without price. 

Glory be to the FaTHEr, 
and to the Son, 


And to the Hoty Guost, 
Amen! 


Theology of Whitfield.—It is thus described by Mosheim in his Ec- 
clesiastical History, (vol. 6, page 24,) “ His doctrine seems to amount to 
7 . . ol , . . 
these two propositions ; that the true religion consists alone in holy 
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affections, and in a certain inward feeling which it is impossible to ex- 
plain; and that Christians ought not to seek truth by the dictates of 
reason over the aids of learning, but by laying their minds open to the 
direction and influence of divine illumination.” 


Candid.—The Rev. Henry Cooke, D.D., Moderator of the Synod of 
Ulster, Ireland, says :—‘* I stand here as a Presbyterian, claiming all 
the privileges of one; and yetI stand here as the friend of my Pro- 
testant brethren, and a friend to the Protestant establishment. Knowing 
the Clergy of the established Church as I do, 1 am fully persuaded 
there are not amongst the Protestants of the world more faithful, or 
more efficient heralds of the truth of God, for the salvation of man.’ 





——<— 


MARRIED, 


At Stateburgh, on the 2d May, by the Bishop of the Diocese, JOHN N. FRIERSON, 
Esq., to Miss CATHARINE KELLOGG CONVERSE, only child of the Rev. Augustus L. 


Converse, Rector of Claremont Parish. 
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Obituary Notice. 


Departed this life, on the 20th of April last, in the 76th year of his age, Major SAMUEL 
WRAGG, respected, esteemed and beloved in the community in which he had passed a life 
of honorable usefulness. Of the Church he was a zealous member—as one of the Vestry of 
St. Paul’s for more than twenty years, and its Chairman for upwards of eleven ; judicious, 
energetic and conciliating—to her ministers the kind, constant and consistent friend. The 
pen of friendship must fail in tracing his excellencies in the dearer relations of life, as hus- 
band, parent, friend and master. His bereaved family have the consolation of believing that 
he has paseo: ‘rom the trials of time toa blessed eternity; for his faith was built on the rock 
of ages. “ Mark the upright and behold the righteous man, for the end of that man is peace.” 


The following is an extract from the Minutés of the Vestry of St. Paul’s ‘Church, Rad- 
cliffeborough, convened on 6th May, 1844. 

‘‘ Since the last meeting of this Vestry, it has pleased Almighty God in His wisdom, to take 
from among our umuber, its venerable Chairman. In the fulness of years, he has been 
gathered to his Fathers—leaving the bright example of a pure and Christian life—affording 
the well founded hope, that he has gone to the fruition of a blessed immortality. For more 


than twenty one years, the late Major Samuel Wragg was a member of this Vestry, and du- 
ring eleven years its Chairman. He ever evinced a lively interest in this Church, and devoted 


himself with untiring zeal and industry to the promotion of its welfare. We are all familiar 
with the value of his services, and the wisdom of his counsels, in our affairs—and long shall 
we feel their privation. Impressed with a deép sense of the worth and vittues of our late 
Chairman, 

Therefore Resolved, That this Vestry cherish profound and affectionate respect for his 
memory, and sensiblv deplore the loss this Church has sustained by his death. 

Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with the relatives of the deceased under their 
afflictive bereavement. 


Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resdlutions be furnished by the Se- 
cretary to the family of the deceased. 





—~— 
CALENDAR FOR JUNE. 
1. Ember-day. 23. 3d Sunday after Trinity. 
2. Trinity Sunday. 24. Nativity St. John Baptist. 
9. lst Sunday after Trinity. 29. St. Peter. ” 
11. St. Barnabas. 30. 4th Sunday after Trimty. 
16. 24 Sunday after Trinity. 
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EPISCOPAL DIOCESAN SCHOOL. 


The SCHOOL founded by our Convention, will be opened after the Easter vaca- 
tion, un Wednesday 3d of May. Application for admission to be made at the School 
Meeting-street, opposite to the Charleston Hotel, to the Bishop, or to any other of the 
Committee. 


Right Rev. C. E. GADSDEN, D. D., Chairman. 
Rev. CHRISTIAN HANCKEL, Dr. J. M. CAMPBELL, 





« T.J. YOUNG, C. G. MEMMINGER, 
“« C,. WALLACE, JAMES H. LADSON, 
« PAUL TRAPIER, EDWARD M‘CRADY;, 
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NEW BOOKS. 
The Christian Instructed in the ways of the Gospel and the Church, by the Rev. J. A. 
Spencer, A. M. 


The Catholic Church in England and America, by Rev: John D. Ogilby, D. D. 

The Strife of Brothers, a Poem, in two parts, with notes. 

Newman’s Sermons; Bradley’s Sermons; Blunt’s Sermons. 

Church Clavering, or the Schoolmaster, by the Rev. W. Gresley. 

The English Reformation, by Rev. F. C. Massingberd. 

Palmer’s Letters to Wiseman, on the Doctrine of Indulgencies, in tract form. 

Proverbial Philosophy, by M. F. Tupper, Esq., M. A. Oxford. , 

The Definition of Faith, and Canons of Discipline of the Six @cuminical Councils; with 
those of the Church of England and the P. E, Church in the United States. 

And a new work entitled, ‘“‘ The Sailor’s and Soldier’s Manual of Devotion,”” by Rev. Wm. 
Berrian, D. D. For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 


Notes on the Episcopal Polity of the Holy Catholic Church, with some account of the De- 
velopment of Modern Religious Systems; by Thomas W. Marshall, B. A. Edited by the 
Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, D.D., i val. 12mo. Price $1 25. 

‘ Sermons, bearing on subjects of the day; by John Henry Newman, B, D., 1 vol. 12mo, 

rice $1 25. 

Bradley’s Sermons, preached at Glasbury, Brecknockshire, and in St. James’ Chapel, 
Clapham, Surrey. 1st American from the 7th English Edition. Price $1 25. 

Posthumous Sermons, by the Rev. Henry Blunt, A, M., late Rector of Streatham. Ist 
American Edition. Price 624. : 

Kip’s Lenten Fast; do Double Witness; Buel on the Apostolieal System of the Church ; 
Gresley’s English Churchman ; Sutton’s Learn to Die; Spinckes’ Manual of Devotion; Tay- 
lor’s Golden Grove ; Rectory of Valehead; Bishop Hopkins’ Four Letters; Onderdonk's 
Sermon, entitled the Church—the Faith—Tradition. 

ALSO, 
From the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
The Early Called; and the Juvenile Repository, two New Library Books; and he keeps a 


supply of Books for the use of Sunday Schools, from the publishers in New-York. 
A. E. MILLER, 








NEW BOOKS. 


Cotterill’s Family Prayers, chiefly derived from the language of Scriptures, and the Liturgy 
of the Church of England. Carefully revised by W. W. Spear, Rector of St. Luke’s, Phil- 
adelphia, late of St. Michael's, Charleston. 

Jackson, Sanderson and Cosin, on the Church. Edited with introductory remarks, by Wm. 
Goode, M. A. 

Village Dialogues, between Farmer Littleworth, Thos. Newman, Rev Mr. Lovegood and 
others. By Rev. Rowland Hill, A. M.; from the Ist London edition, in 2 volumes, 

The School Girl in France; containing a variety of interesting Stories, 

Thoughts on Peace, for the Christian Sufferer. 

Thoughts on Immersion; or the modes of Administering the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, 
&c. By Wm.H. Odenheimer, A. M.-Rector of St. Peter’s, dma cel 

Thirza, or the Attractive Powers of the Cross. Translated from the , by Eliza Maria 
Lloyd. 

Cictin for the Apostolic Order and its Advocates, in a series of Letters addressed to 
the Rev. John M. Mason, D.D.; by the Rev. John H. Hobart, an Assistant Minister of Trinity 


Church. Second Edition, with Notes and an Index. Fdited by Bishop L. S. Ives, of North- 
Carolina, A. E. MILLER, 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 


Amount brought forward received, for _ 1842 and 1843. 
Vol. XXI. $66 00 | Mr. George W. Carville, 6 00 
1843. P. Chartrand, Branchville, 6 00 
Mrs. Robert Wilson, 3 00 | Humphreys, 6 00 

Dr. Thomas F. Green, 3 00 1844. 

Mr. Robert Stewart, 3 00 | Capt. John Fripp, Beaufort, 3 00 
Mr. Charles B. Cochran, 3 00 | Mr. James H, Ladson, 3 00 
Mr. James Marsh, 3 00 | J. Mishaw, 3 00 
Mr. James Poyas, 3 00 —a 
$111 00 








Church Societies in South-Carolina. 

1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, Thomas Gadsden, Esq., oilice St. Michael’s Alley, next door to 
Church-st,; Library in Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 12 to 2o0’clock. Annual subseription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Esq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasi 
er, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. : 
———eee ema. 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL, RALEIGH, N. C. 


Right. Rev. L. 8. IVES, D.D., Visitor. 
Rev. ALDERT SMEDES, Recéor. 


The Fifth Session of this School will commence on the Ist day of June, and continue five 
months. A punctual attendance of the pupils, at the opening of the Session, is very impor- 
tant, and is particularly requestod. | 

The principal building of this Institution is of brick, about 90 feet by 60, three stories high, 
with a basement. The wings are of granite, 36 feet by 56, and two stories high. These 
buildings are on elevated ground, in the midst of an Oak Grove, of nearly 30 acres, one mile 
from the City of Raleigh—a situation perfectly Healthful at all seasons-of the year. 

The Saloon, the School Room, and the Dormitories are each 23 feet by 57. The Dormi- 
tories are divided into alcoves, each designed for two pupils, and securing to them a closet for 
their prayers, and privacy for the duties of the Toilet. 

The Chapel is furnished with an Organ, a Chancel, and an Altar, and is exclusively devo- 
ted to religious worship and instruction, . 

The course of Studies embraces the Ancient and Modern Languages, Mathematics, the 
Natural Sciences, Mental and Moral Philosophy, &c., and may be pursued in any branch, 
and to any extent that may be desired. 

It is the aim of the Rector to give to every department of his School the highest efficiency, 
and to render it eminently worthy of the patronage it enjoys, and of that to which it aspires, 
TERMS-——PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 

For Board, including washing, lights, &c., with Tuition in English, and in the Ancient 
Languages, if desirad, per session, - - - - - - $100 00 








Tuition in French, - - : Je ee - - - - 12 00 

‘¢ in Music, on the Piano or Guitar, - : - - - 25 00 
(with $3 00 for the use of the instrument, ) 

Tuition in Singing, in Classes, - - - - - - . 10 00 

‘« in Singing in separate lessons, - ° . - - - 25 00 

‘¢ in Drawing and Painting, - - - - - - 15 00 


For a course of instruction in ornamental needle work, 5 00 

N. B.—Beds and bedsteads are furnished by the School; pupils are required to furnish 
their own bedding and towels. The clothing of pupils should be distinctly marked with the 
owner's name. Mr. Smedes will superintend any purchases parents may authorise their 
children to make in the city, but no account will be opened at any store, without the express 
sanction of parents, or guardians. The religious services of Sunday, being held in the Chapel 
of the Institution by the Rector, pupils have rarely occasion to visit the city, and the plainest 
attire is all that they require. ‘They are allowed to accept invitations in the city for the day; 
only, once a month, and never, for the evening. They have opportunities of seeing their 
friends, and acquiring ease of manner in society, at the Soirees, which are statedly held du- 
ring the session. ; 


Raleigh, March 1st, 1844. 





